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Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force and 
effect of law and are not meant to bind the public or DEA in 
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity 

to the public regarding existing requirements under the law 
or agency policies. 



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes.  Materials, 
images, or sounds authored or created by parties other than 
DEA may be subject to copyright and are used herein in 
accordance with the fair use provision of Title 17 United 
States Code Section 107.  DEA’s use of these materials does 
not authorize persons outside of DEA to further distribute or 
use copyrighted materials.”



United Nations Drug Control Treaties

Single Convention on 
Narcotic Drugs, 1961

Convention on Psychotropic 
Substances 1971

Convention Against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs 1988

The three International Drug Control 
Treaties that shape DEA’s implementation 
of the US Controlled Substances Act. 

The United States is a party 
to all three treaties



U.S. Controlled Substances Act (CSA)

Provides a series of 
statutory requirements for 

substances with abuse 
potential creating a closed 

system

Establishes statutory 
guidelines for chemicals 

that are used to manufacture 
controlled substances and 

illicit drugs Establishes statutory 
requirements to register and 

monitor importers and 
exporters of controlled 

substances and chemicals
Executes the international 

obligation with United 
Nations treaties



U.S. Controlled Substances Act (CSA)

With respect to controlled substances and regulated chemicals 
DEA’s responsibility is twofold: 



U.S. Controlled Substances Act (CSA)

Under the framework of the CSA, all controlled 
substance transactions take place within a “closed 
system” of distribution established by Congress. 

Within this closed system, all legitimate importers and 
exporters of controlled substances and regulated 
chemicals, must be registered with DEA and maintain 
strict accounting for all transactions.



DEA’s Import and Export Registration System

Controlled 
Substances from 

non-registrant

 Does not allow for controlled 
substances and chemicals to be 
brought into the closed system 
without proper vetting and 
registration. 

 U.S. Importers and Exporters 
must be registered with the DEA 
to enter the system.



DEA’s Import and Export Registration System

Allows for 
Inspections

By DEA

Security
Requirements

For Registrants

Recordkeeping
Requirements

For Registrants
DEA 

Approval of 
Declaration

DEA Reviews 
for 

compliance

Notify DEA of 
Import/Export

Registration 
with the DEA 



Code of Federal Regulations  

21 CFR § 1310
Regulates the records/reports and 

importation/exportation of tableting and 
encapsulating machines

21 CFR § 1312
Regulates the import, 

export, and transshipment 
of controlled substances

21 CFR § 1313
Regulates the import, 

export, and 
transshipment 

of listed chemicals



IMEX Online System

RM-IMEX

Chemicals

CH-IMEX CS-
IMEX
Controlled
Substances

TEM

Controlled Substances IMEX
Imports and exports of 

controlled substances for DEA 
Forms 161, 236 and 357 

records

Regulated Machines 
Imports, exports 

and domestic transfers of 
tableting and encapsulating 
for DEA Form 452 records 

Chemical IMEX
Imports and exports of 

chemicals for DEA Forms 
486 and 486A records



Watching recorded 
presentation? 

Email questions to
DOI@DEA.GOV

Submit a Question

During the live presentation,
scan QR or follow link in the comments to 

submit a question.



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Controlled Substances
Permits & Declarations



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Export Permits
DEA Form 161



Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force and 
effect of law and are not meant to bind the public or DEA in 
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity 

to the public regarding existing requirements under the law 
or agency policies. 



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes.  Materials, 
images, or sounds authored or created by parties other than 
DEA may be subject to copyright and are used herein in 
accordance with the fair use provision of Title 17 United 
States Code Section 107.  DEA’s use of these materials does 
not authorize persons outside of DEA to further distribute or 
use copyrighted materials.”



Code of Federal Regulations

§ 1312.22 Application for export or re-export permit; return 
information.

§ 1312.23 Issuance of Export Permit.

§ 1312.24 Distribution of Export Permit.



Controlled Substances Import & Export Form Guide

Schedules I-V

Permits Declarations



Export Permit Application: Form 161

Initial export permit:
DEA Form 161



DEA Form 161 and 161R (Reexport) Overview

Purpose
This form is to be used 
in notifying DEA of all 

EXPORTS of controlled 
substances in Schedule 

I & II; Narcotics in 
Schedule III & IV 

To DEA
Foreign Import Permit 

or Letter of No 
Objection (LONO), 
Certificate of No 

Objection (CNO) from 
the Competent 

National Authority

From DEA
DEA Form 36 
Export Permit



DEA Form 161 and 161R (Reexport) Required Information

DEA

US Exporter/Exporter Name 
and Address

Foreign Importer/Exporter 
Name and Address

Product name, packaging 
detail and strength

Foreign Import Permit or 
LONO from the Competent 

National Authority

Authorizing Individual

DEA Registration Number 

Port of 
Importation/Exportation 

Mode of Transportation

Name of Vessel/Carrier

TransportationImport Export Product



DEA’s Acceptance Criteria for 
International Permits and Declarations

•The DEA only accepts a foreign permit 
or Letter of No Objection (LONO) that is 
issued and signed by the Competent 
National Authorities for that country. 

•The DEA follows the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime. 



English Language Requirement for Import Licenses 
or Permits 

§ 1312.22 Application for export or reexport permit; return information.

(d)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (d)(2) of this section, the applicant must also 
submit with the application any import license or permit or a certified copy of any such 
license or permit issued by the competent national authority in the country of destination, 
or other documentary evidence deemed adequate by the Administration, showing: That 
the merchandise is consigned to an authorized permittee; that it is to be applied 
exclusively to medical or scientific use within the country of destination; that it will not be 
reexported from such country (unless the application is submitted for reexport in 
accordance with paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) of this section); and that there is an actual 
need for the controlled substance for medical or scientific use within such country or 
countries. If the import license or permit, or the certified copy of such, is not written 
in English or bilingual with another language and English, the registrant must also 
submit with their application a certified translation of the permit or license. For 
purposes of this requirement, certified translation means that the translator has 
signed the translation legally attesting the accuracy of the translation. (In the case 
of exportation of bulk coca leaf alkaloid, the applicant need only include with the 
application the material outlined in paragraph (c) of this section.)

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(d)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(f)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(g)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(h)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(c)


DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System

Website: Deadiversion.usdoj.gov



IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System

To acquire a new IMEX login account, or have any other IMEX inquires, 

please submit your request or questions to our CSIMEX inbox at 

CSIMEX@dea.gov.

mailto:CSIMEX@dea.gov


IMEX Online System

IMEX Demonstration for an Export Permit
DEA Form 161



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Reexport Permits
DEA Form 161R



Code of Federal Regulations

§ 1312.22(f) Reexports outside of the European Economic Area



Permit Application Process: 161R (Reexport)



Permit Application Process: 161R (Reexport)



Permit Application Process: 161R Form (Reexport)



Permit Application Process: 161R Form (Reexport)



Permit Application Process: 161R Form (Reexport)



Permit Application Process: 161R Form (Reexport)



Permit Application Process: 161R Form (Reexport)



Controlled Substances Export Reform Act of 2005
DEA Form 161R

Re-exportation of Controlled Substances to a Second Country

The Controlled Substances Export Reform Act of 2005 (CSERA) was enacted on 
August 2, 2005. The Act amends the Controlled Substances Import and Export 
Act (CSIEA) to provide authority for the Attorney General (and DEA, by 
delegation) to authorize the export of controlled substances in schedules I and II, 
and narcotic controlled substances in schedules III and IV, from the United States 
to another country for subsequent export from that country to a second country, if 
certain conditions and safeguards are satisfied.



Controlled substances may be exported 
from the United States to a “first country” 
for re-export to more than one “second 
country” (but no further export from any 
second country to a third country), provided 
the exporter notifies DEA of this intent in 
the application for export permit, and 
provided that the CSERA is fully complied 
with in all other respects.

Controlled Substances Export Reform Act of 2005
DEA Form 161R 



Reexports: European Economic Area (EEA) 

§ 1312.22(g) Re-exports among members of the European 
Economic Area (on DEA Form 161R-EEA)



Reexports: European Economic Area (EEA) 

The EEA includes 27 European Union Countries as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.



Permit Application Process: 161R Form (Reexport)

Submission of 161R Application: 

Please submit the completed 161R reexport application along with supporting 
documents to our 161 inbox at DEA161@dea.gov.   

mailto:DEA161@dea.gov


Return Requirement for Export & Reexport Permits

Section: 21 CFR 1312.22(e) Application for export or reexport permit: return 
information

• Key Requirement: Submission of return information.

• Deadline: Return information must be submitted within
30 Calendar days after the controlled substance is
released by customs officer at the port of export or 
10 days after being contacted by DEA. 

• Significance: This ensures regulatory compliance for controlled substance export.



Questions & Email Inquiries

Email Communication & Issue Resolution: Always mention your reference number,
permit number and/or tracking number in the subject line for quick reference. 
Include your DEA Registration number and contact telephone number in the body of the email 
when seeking assistance.

Send all inquiries to our DEA 161 Inbox at DEA161@dea.gov.

mailto:DEA161@dea.gov


Watching recorded 
presentation? 

Email questions to
DOI@DEA.GOV

Submit a Question

During the live presentation,
scan QR or follow link in the comments to 

submit a question.



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Import Permits
DEA Form 357



Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force and 
effect of law and are not meant to bind the public or DEA in 
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity 

to the public regarding existing requirements under the law 
or agency policies. 



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes.  Materials, 
images, or sounds authored or created by parties other than 
DEA may be subject to copyright and are used herein in 
accordance with the fair use provision of Title 17 United 
States Code Section 107.  DEA’s use of these materials does 
not authorize persons outside of DEA to further distribute or 
use copyrighted materials.”



Code of Federal Regulations

§ 1312.12 Application for import permit; return information.



Controlled Substances Import & Export Form Guide

Schedules I-V

Permits Declarations



Import Permit Application: Form 357

Initial import permit: 
DEA Form 357



DEA Form 357 Overview 

Purpose
This form is to be 
used in notifying 

DEA of all IMPORTS
of Schedule I, II and 

all narcotics in 
Schedule III, IV & V

To DEA
15 calendar days Notice 

for imports.
DEA supporting 

documents which is 
maintained by the 

registrant

From DEA
DEA Form 35 
Import Permit



DEA Form 357 Required Information

DEA

Authorizing Individual

DEA Registration Number 

Port of 
Importation/Exportation 

Mode of Transportation

Name of Vessel/Carrier

US Importer/Exporter Name & 
Address

Foreign Exporter Name & 
Address

Product name, packaging 
detail and strength

Supporting documentation for 
any conversion factor changes 

that need to be made (i.e. 
determination letter)

TransportationImport Export Product



DEA Form 357: Coincidental Activities

Code of Federal Regulations

§ 1301.13 (1)(v) – Research (Schedule I)

§ 1301.13 (1)(vi) – Research (Schedule II-V)

Coincident Activities Allowed
As a researcher, you’re able to import controlled substances that are approved under your DEA 
researcher registration. 



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System

Website: Deadiversion.usdoj.gov



IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System

To acquire a new IMEX login account, or have any other IMEX inquires, 

please submit your request or questions to our CSIMEX inbox at 

CSIMEX@dea.gov.

mailto:CSIMEX@dea.gov


IMEX Online System

IMEX Demonstration for Import Permit 
DEA Form 357



Return Requirement for Import Permit

Section: 21 CFR 1312.12(d) Application for import permit; return information

• Key Requirement: Submission of return information.

• Deadline: Return information must be submitted within 
30 calendar days after the actual receipt of 
controlled substance at the importer’s registered location,                          
or 10 days after being contacted by DEA.

• Significance: This ensures regulatory compliance for controlled substance 
imports.



Questions & Inquiries

Email Communication & Issue Resolution: Always mention your reference number,
permit number and/or tracking number in the subject line for quick reference. 
Include your DEA Registration number and contact telephone number in the body of the email 
when seeking assistance.

Send all inquiries to our DEA 357 Inbox at DEA357@dea.gov or call the 
following number 571-362-8270.

mailto:DEA357@dea.gov


Watching recorded 
presentation? 

Email questions to
DOI@DEA.GOV

Submit a Question

During the live presentation,
scan QR or follow link in the comments to 

submit a question.



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Import & Export 
Declarations

DEA Form 236



Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force and 
effect of law and are not meant to bind the public or DEA in 
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity 

to the public regarding existing requirements under the law 
or agency policies. 



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes.  Materials, 
images, or sounds authored or created by parties other than 
DEA may be subject to copyright and are used herein in 
accordance with the fair use provision of Title 17 United 
States Code Section 107.  DEA’s use of these materials does 
not authorize persons outside of DEA to further distribute or 
use copyrighted materials.”



Code of Federal Regulations

§ 1312.18 Import Declaration.

§ 1312.19 Distribution of Import Declaration.

§ 1312.27 Export/Reexport Declaration.

§ 1312.28 Distribution of Export Declaration



Controlled Substances Import & Export Form Guide

Schedules I-V

Permits Declarations



DEA Form 236 (Import) Overview 

Purpose
This form is to be used in 

declaring to DEA of imports 
of ALL NON-NARCOTIC 
controlled substances in 

Schedule III, IV, and V

To DEA
DEA supporting 
documents for 

imports, which is 
maintained by the 

registrant

From DEA
Transaction 
identification 

number



DEA Form 236 (Export) Overview

Purpose
This form is to be used 
in declaring to DEA of 

exports of non-narcotic 
controlled substances in 

Schedule III, IV & V;
Narcotics in Schedule V 

To DEA
Foreign Export 

Permit or Letter of 
No Objection (LONO) 

and “no re-export 
statement”

From DEA
Transaction 
identification 

number



DEA Form 236 Required Information

DEA

Authorizing Individual

DEA Registration Number 

Port of 
Importation/Exportation 

Mode of Transportation

Name of Vessel/Carrier

US Importer/Exporter Name 
and Address

Foreign Importer/Exporter 
Name and Address

Product name, packaging 
detail and strength 

Any supporting documentation 
(copy of the foreign permit, 

license or registration issued 
by the competent national 

authority, & no re-export letter 
required for Exports only)

TransportationImport Export Product



DEA’s Acceptance Criteria for International 
Permits and Declarations

•The DEA only accepts a foreign permit or 
Letter of No Objection (LONO) that is issued 
and signed by the Competent National 
Authorities for that country. 

•The DEA follows the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime. 



English Language Requirement for Import Licenses 
or Permits 

§ 1312.22 Application for export or reexport permit; return information.

(d)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (d)(2) of this section, the applicant must also 
submit with the application any import license or permit or a certified copy of any such 
license or permit issued by the competent national authority in the country of destination, 
or other documentary evidence deemed adequate by the Administration, showing: That 
the merchandise is consigned to an authorized permittee; that it is to be applied 
exclusively to medical or scientific use within the country of destination; that it will not be 
reexported from such country (unless the application is submitted for reexport in 
accordance with paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) of this section); and that there is an actual 
need for the controlled substance for medical or scientific use within such country or 
countries. If the import license or permit, or the certified copy of such, is not 
written in English or bilingual with another language and English, the registrant 
must also submit with their application a certified translation of the permit or 
license. For purposes of this requirement, certified translation means that the 
translator has signed the translation legally attesting the accuracy of the 
translation. (In the case of exportation of bulk coca leaf alkaloid, the applicant 
need only include with the application the material outlined in paragraph (c) of this 
section.)

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(d)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(f)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(g)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(h)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1312.22p-1312.22(c)


IMEX Online System

Website: Deadiversion.usdoj.gov



IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System

To acquire a new IMEX login account, or have any other IMEX inquires, 

please submit your request or questions to our CSIMEX inbox at CSIMEX@dea.gov.

mailto:CSIMEX@dea.gov


IMEX Online System

IMEX Demonstration for an Export & Import Declaration
DEA Form 236



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Reexport Declarations
DEA Form 236



Declaration Application Process: 236 (Reexport)



Declaration Application Process: 236 (Reexport)



Declaration Application Process: 236 (Reexport)

Initial reexport declaration:
DEA Form 236 



Declaration Application Process: Form 236 (Reexport)



Declaration Application Process: Form 236 (Reexport)



Declaration Application Process: Form 236 (Reexport)



Declaration Application Process: Form 236 (Reexport)

Submission of 236 Reexport Application: 

Please submit the completed 236 reexport application along with supporting 
documents to our 236 inbox at DEA236@dea.gov.   

mailto:DEA236@dea.gov


Return Requirement for Import & Export Declarations

Section: 21 CFR 1312.18(e) Import Declaration; return information
Section: 21 CFR 1312.27(d) Export/reexport Declaration; return information

• Key Requirement: Submission of return information.

• Deadline: Return information must be submitted within
30 Calendar days after the controlled substance is
released by customs officer at the port of export or 
10 days after being contacted by DEA.

• Significance: This ensures regulatory compliance for controlled substance export.



Questions & Inquiries

Email Communication & Issue Resolution: Always mention your reference number,
Transaction ID number and/or tracking number in the subject line for quick reference. 
Include your DEA Registration number and contact telephone number in the body of the email 
when seeking assistance.

Send all inquiries to our DEA 236 Inbox at DEA236@dea.gov.

mailto:DEA236@dea.gov


DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Reviewing & Processing
of all Submitted Applications 



Best Practice for DEA Submission of an Application

•DEA Registration Number & Drug Codes: Make sure the drug codes for all controlled 
substances have been added onto the designated DEA Registration number. 

•Documentation: Please have all required documentation and information 
ready prior to applying to export. 

•Uploading Attachments: Ensure all PDF attachments, including
permits, are clearly labeled before uploading online. Refrain from
including any non-essential information.

•Review, Review, Review: Please make sure to review all information on the foreign permit 
document to reflect what is on the application. And that all fields of the application have been 
completed properly. 



Process for Permits & Declarations

Registrant DEA HQ (DRI)

Placed on Hold

DRI

Approved

Registrant CBP

Process

Input

Decision

Legend



Applications placed on hold and or require an amendment:
• Foreign permit information is incorrect – cannot be amended and will require a new 

application submission

• Under Controlled Substance section:
- NDC number not reflecting base or salt appropriately or the packaging details
- Packaging details (i.e. tablets vs capsules, not enough information)
- Amount requested cannot exceed what is stated on the foreign document 

• Date of Importation/Exportation – be at least 15 days out from day 
of submission

• Signed translated document is not provided if one is required

• Assessment per INCB has been reached

Reviewing & Processing of Permits & Declarations



Watching recorded 
presentation? 

Email questions to
DOI@DEA.GOV

Submit a Question

During the live presentation,
scan QR or follow link in the comments to 

submit a question.



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Chemical Import/Export
Declaration
DEA Form 486



Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force and 
effect of law and are not meant to bind the public or DEA in 
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity 

to the public regarding existing requirements under the law 
or agency policies. 



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes.  Materials, 
images, or sounds authored or created by parties other than 
DEA may be subject to copyright and are used herein in 
accordance with the fair use provision of Title 17 United 
States Code Section 107.  DEA’s use of these materials does 
not authorize persons outside of DEA to further distribute or 
use copyrighted materials.”



DEA Form 486 Overview 

Purpose To DEA
A DEA Declaration 
Form 486 with the 

required information, 
per the regulations
at least 15 calendar 

days prior to the 
export.

From DEA
Transaction 
identification 

number

This form is to be 
used in notifying 

DEA of all imports, 
exports, and 
international 

transactions of 
listed chemicals



DEA 486 Forms for Chemicals

DEA Form # DEA Form Listed Chemical Supporting 
Documents Issued to Registrant

DEA Form 486 Export Declaration List I & II

Foreign Import Permit or
Foreign License*

(N/A for some 
countries)

Transaction ID Number

DEA Form 486 Import Declaration List I & II N/A
Transaction ID Number

DEA Form 486A Import
Declaration

Ephedrine
Pseudoephedrine

Phenylpropanolamine

Quota from DEA 
UN Reporting via DEA 
form 455 *instructions 

on deadiversion.usdoj.gov

Transaction ID Number

DEA Form 486 International Declaration List I & II N/A Transaction ID Number



DEA Form 486A (Imports)

Ephedrine

Pseudoephedrine

Phenylpropanolamine

Purpose: To import Ephedrine, 
Pseudoephedrine, or 
Phenylpropanolamine into the 
United States from a foreign 
country.

To DEA: A DEA Form 486A with the 
Transferees at least 15 days prior 
to the import entering a U.S. port 
(no regular customer).

From DEA: The Transaction ID 
number.



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System

Website: Deadiversion.usdoj.gov



DEA Form 486 Process

Registrant DEA HQ (DRI)

Placed on Hold

DRI

Approved

Registrant CBP

Process

Input

Decision

Legend



DEA Form 486 & 486A Information

DEA

Authorizing Individual

DEA Registration Number 

Return Information

Port of 
Importation/Exportation 

Mode of Transportation

Name of Vessel/Carrier

US Importer/Exporter Address

Purchase/Invoice number

Foreign Importer/Exporter Address

*Product name, substance, 
packaging detail, & weight

Any supporting documentation 
(copy of the foreign permit, license 

or registration issued by the 
competent national authority)

TransportationImport Export Product



Regular Customer Status

EXPORTS
If a registrant wants to wave the 15 days advanced notification and 
establish Regular Customer Status, they must export to the same 
foreign consignee at the same location at least once every six 
months or twice every twelve months (not calendar months).

As a result, they are only required to provide 3 business days 
advanced notification prior to the export date.

IMPORTS
If a registrant wants to wave the 15 days advanced notification and 
establish Regular Customer Status, they must import the same 
chemical at least once every six months or twice every twelve 
months (not calendar months).

As a result, they are only required to provide 3 business days 
advanced notification prior to the import date.



Applications placed on hold and or require amendments:

• 3 business days advanced notification

• Packaging details

• Purchase/invoice number

Reviewing of 486/486A Applications



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Return Information



Return Information

All return information is required within 30 days of the actual import or 
export date.

Code of Federal Regulations:
§ 1313.17 Return declarations for imports 
§ 1313.27 Return declarations for exports
§ 1313.35 Return declaration or amendment to Form 486 for international 
transactions.



Best Practice for DEA Submission: Form 486/486A

•Confirmation: of supporting documentations (i.e. foreign permits/license)

•Documentation: Please have all required documentation and information ready 
prior to applying to export. 

•Labeling Attachment: Ensure all PDF attachments, including
declarations, are clearly labeled before uploading. Refrain from
including any non-essential information.



Questions and Inquiries

Email Communication & Issue Resolution: Always mention your reference number,
permit number and/or tracking number in the subject line for quick reference. 
Include your DEA Registration number and contact telephone number in the body of the email 
when seeking assistance.

Send all inquiries to our DEA 486 Inbox at DEA486@dea.gov.

mailto:DEA161@dea.gov


IMEX Online System

IMEX Demonstration for Import & Export Declarations
DEA Form 486 & 486A



Watching recorded 
presentation? 

Email questions to
DEA486@dea.gov

Submit a Question

During the live presentation,
scan QR or follow link in the comments to 

submit a question.



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Regulated Machines
DEA Form 452 

Report for Regulated Machines



Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force and 
effect of law and are not meant to bind the public or DEA in 
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity 
to the public regarding existing requirements under the law 

or agency policies. 



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes. Materials, 
images, or sounds authored or created by parties other than 
DEA may be subject to copyright and are used herein in 
accordance with the fair use provision of Title 17 United 
States Code Section 107. DEA’s use of these materials does 
not authorize persons outside of DEA to further distribute or 
use copyrighted materials.”



Code of Federal Regulations

21 CFR § 1310 Records and Reports of Listed Chemicals and certain machine: 
importation and exportation of certain machines.

§ 1300.02 Definitions relating to listed chemicals.

§ 1310.04 Maintenance of records.

§ 1310.05 Reports.

§ 1310.06 Content of records and reports.

§ 1310.07 Proof of identity.



DEA Form 452 - Reports for Regulated Machines 

DEA Form # DEA Form Regulated Machine(s) Supporting 
Documents

Issued to Regulated 
Person

DEA Form 452 Tableting & Encapsulated 
Machines

Report is provided by U.S. 
importer, exporter, or domestic 

supplier
N/A

Transaction ID No.

Tabulating & Encapsulating Machines



DEA Form 452

Purpose
This form is to be 

used in notifying DEA 
of all imports, exports, 

and domestic 
transactions of 

regulated machines.

To DEA
A DEA Notification Form 452 

at least 15 calendar days 
before the anticipated arrival 
at the port of entry or port of 

export and within 15 
calendar days after the order 

has been shipped by the 
seller for a domestic 

transaction.

From DEA
Transaction 

Identification Number



DEA Form 452 Reports for Regulated Machines 
Information

Seller, Buyer, Broker with 
address

Point of Contact 

Date of Transaction

Purpose and Need

Serial Number (if any), type, 
make, model, power, description

Import/Export & Product Transportation DEA

Port of 
Importation/Exportation 

with date 

Mode of Transportation

Authorizing Individual

DEA Registration Number 
(if any)



Process for DEA 452 forms

Regulated person DEA HQ (DRI)

DRI

Non-Compliant Accepted

Transaction ID

CBP
Detainment and 

Seizure

CBP
Release of 
Machine



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

Import Export
(IMEX) Online System

Tableting / Encapsulating Machines (TEM)



IMEX Online System

Website: www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov

http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/


IMEX Online System



IMEX Online System



Applications for Submitting a DEA Form 452 

 Registering or Creating a Company/Individual User Account

 Application to Import Machines (DEA Form 452 Import)

 Application to Export Machines (DEA Form 452 Export)

 Application to Transfer Machines Domestically (DEA Form 452    
Domestic)

Return information 



Detainment, Seizure, and Release of Regulated 
Machines

 Failure of the regulated person to comply with the applicable laws and 
regulations may result in detainment and seizure of the shipment by the 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) or the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA).

 Regulated persons will need to coordinate with their local DEA 
Diversion Field Offices and CBP regarding the release of detained 
machines and reporting to the DEA.



Questions & Email Inquiries

Email Communication & Issue Resolution: Always mention your reference number, 
permit number and/or tracking number in the subject line for quick reference. 
Include your DEA Registration number and contact telephone number in the body of the email 
when seeking assistance.

Send all inquiries to our DEA Inbox at Table-EncapsuleMachine@dea.gov.

mailto:DEA161@dea.gov


IMEX Online System

IMEX Demonstration for Reports of Regulated Machines
DEA Form 452



Contact Information

Form Email Topic

161 DEA161@dea.gov   Exports of Schedule I, II, III Narcotic and IV Narcotic 
substances. 

236 DEA236@dea.gov   Imports/Exports of Schedule III non-narcotics, IV 
Non-narcotic and all V.

486 DEA486@dea.gov   
List I and II chemicals including Ephedrine, 

Pseudoephedrine, Phenylpropanolamine and 
Chemical transshipments.

357 DEA357@dea.gov   Imports of Schedule I, II, III narcotic, IV narcotic and 
V narcotic. 

452 Tablet-EncapsuleMachine@dea.gov Regulated Machines 

Return Information CSIMEX@dea.gov Return Information and IMEX account setup

General Inquiries DRI@dea.gov All general inquires 



Concludes Training



Watching recorded 
presentation? 

Email questions to
DRI@DEA.GOV

Submit a Question

During the live presentation,
scan QR or follow link in the comments to 

submit a question.
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