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Disclaimer

The contents of this document do not have the force and effect of law 
and are not meant to bind the public or DEA in any way. 

This document is intended only to provide clarity to the public 
regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies.

I have no financial relationship to disclose​.



Copyright Disclaimer

“The presentation is for educational purposes.
Materials, images, or sounds authored or created by parties other than 
DEA may be subject to copyright and are used herein in accordance with 
the fair use provision of Title 17 United States Code Section 107. DEA’s 
use of these materials does not authorize persons outside of DEA further 
distribute of use copyrighted materials.”
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THREAT

Virtually all U.S. regions have experienced 
rising overdose death rates over the past two decades.

• 107,543 reported deaths in 2023

• 82,000 from opioids (prescription and illicit)

• 87,000 predicted deaths (October 2023 – September 2024)*

* CDC Press Release, February 25, 2025
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TRAJECTORY OF THE U.S. OVERDOSE CRISIS
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CHARTING THE FOURTH WAVE: 
POLYSUBSTANCE TRENDS
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HOW DID WE GET HERE?  1980
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THE FIFTH VITAL SIGN
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EXPLOITATION OF THE INTERNET - 2005
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COMPETITION – FDA DRUG APPROVALS
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Source: FDA Orange Book, retrieved March 13, 2025

FDA DRUG APPROVALS

2015
269 Presentations 695 Presentations
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TREATMENT - BUPRENORPHINE

Removal of the 
“DATA waiver,” 

December 29, 2022
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STIMULANT USE

60.1% increase in prescriptions and 48.2% increase in patients
between 2012 and 2023
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STIMULANT PRESCRIBING INCREASING IN  
ADULTS
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STIMULANT PRESCRIBERS BY SPECIALTY
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DTC MARKETING – SOCIAL MEDIA
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EASY ACCESS VIA TELEMEDICINE



Drug 
Shortages for 

Controlled 
Substances

Schedule II Stimulants

Available Limited Unavailable

80% of schedule II stimulants listed as being in 
Shortage are either:

• available 
• limited availability

March 2024 March 2025
Total Presentations 1894 1944
Total CS Presentations 396 (21%) 443 (23%)
Lisdexamfetamine 87 100
Amphetamine 73 73
Methylphenidate 39 55
Morphine 29 29
Hydromorphone 22 27
Fentanyl 20 30
Remifentanil 9 9
Sufentanil 4 4
Oxycodone 3
Methamphetamine 2 2
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TIME AND SPACE FOR CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS

Source: DEA, extracted August 26, 2025
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HALLMARKS OF A DRUG OVERDOSE EPIDEMIC



Thank You

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
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